Capstone Essay Assignment*
Psychology 405-02
Fall 2021 (Revised, 10/18/2021
Please review the Capstone Assignment and come to class ready to discuss
 
History and Systems of Psychology is a capstone seminar, which means that, despite the relatively specific topics we will have covered in this class, it is an opportunity for you to reflect on and demonstrate the broader body of knowledge you have assimilated in the psychology major.  The goal of this assignment is for you to use what you have learned across the psychology major (i.e., not just in this class) to address an issue in psychology of concern to you, tracing its historical development over an extended period (somewhere between 50 and 3,000 years), and set it in the context of contemporary psychology, laying out the impact it has on your current thinking and approach as a budding psychologist.
 
Please choose a topic related to one of the following broad categories
1. The Asylum Movement in America and its impact on mental health practices today.
2. Neglected figures in the history of psychology. (Either late be and reluctantly recognized and lauded, or just plain ignored.
3. Shameful episodes in the history of psychology. (For example, racism in psychology, ignoring or exploiting marginalized populations, to name but a few.)
4. The history of a public policy issue (e.g. the death penalty for adolescents, DSM classification of homosexuality, same-sex marriage, child custody and adoption rights for same-sex parents, intelligence testing and special education classification, the efficacy of torture, the ethics of psychologists advising on torture, “gay conversion therapy”) and the role individual psychologists and institutional psychology (e.g. the APA, APS, SIOP, Psychonomic Society, etc.) played in shaping debates and resolution of issues.
5. A topic of your own choosing, subject to approval.
· See A handful of Capstone Resources for Fall 2021.
 
Please structure your paper in the following manner (Please review the components of a standard essay format!)
 
I. Introduction
Topic
Summarize your paper in 3 to 5 paragraphs (1 ½ to 2pages max). Identify the goal of the paper, the topic(s) addressed, the perspectives taken, and the conclusions reached.
 
II. Body
Background
How is your topic related to the history and systems of psychology?  Why is it important?  What do you know about it from your own past studies or experiences? This section should be 1-3 pages long.
Analysis
What psychological factors are contributing to the issue?  Here you need to demonstrate your ability to integrate the knowledge you have obtained across your coursework in psychology.  The question is, after 3-4 years of studying psychology, what do you think is going on with X (the issue you have selected)?  Why is it happening?  How does it work in terms of psychological and social processes?  Be precise in your language and integrate readings and course material from previous classes.  This section should be no more than 3-5 pages long.
 
III. Conclusion
What is the impact on your current thinking? How might this impact how you approach your personal and professional life? This section should be no more than1-2 pages long.
The paper should be double-spaced, 12 pt. font, APA style.  It is essential that you proofread it carefully (which means more than running spell-check!). 
 
Key Dates:
The Capstone Project Proposal is due 10/25
The Capstone Project Outline is due 11/15/2021
The Capstone Thesis Statement is due 12/6/2021
       To be presented in class on12/7
The Capstone Essay is due 12/12/2021

